
6 Creative Commons Licenses

Three layers of the CC licenses

Public Domain Tools 

Attribution
“BY”

Giving credit to the
creator, use the name

or attribution
information the

creator has provided.

Non Commercial
“NC”

Use not intended for
commercial gains

Share Alike
“SA”

If you adapt or remix a
work, you must share

your new version
under the same

compatible license

No Derivatives
“ND”

Users cannot share
adaptations of the

work

Four License Elements (Visual Icons)

Fair use and other copyright exceptions still apply.
CC licenses are legally enforceable worldwide.
Version 4.0 is the latest and recommended license version.
Most disputes are resolved through communication, and Version 4.0 restores
rights when violations are corrected within 30 days.

CC “BY”

Anatomy of a CC License
Creative Commons Licenses provide a standard for
permissions on works other than “all rights reserved” 
but still operate within the Copyright Law. 

The base layer of a CC license
Licensors choose the right license, ensure they have the rights to
share the work, and clearly identify any content not covered by
the license.
Licensees follow the license terms, remember that other rights
may still apply, and respect any reasonable requests from the
creator.

LEGAL CODE

CC BY-NC

Others may use your work
for any purpose, including
commercial use, as long as
they give you credit.

Public Domain Mark identifies works that
are free of known copyright restrictions.
Informs the public that a work is in the
public domain. 
Has no legal effect when applied to a work

“CC Zero” Lets creators dedicate their
work to the public domain with few or
no restrictions on reuse.
Makes it easy for anyone to use, share,
and build on the work without needing
permission or attribution.

EXCEPTIONS AND LIMITATIONS TO COPYRIGHT 
AFFECT CC LICENSED WORKS
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MACHINE READABLE VERSION
Code that computers, search engines, and
websites can read and recognize
Helps technology identify Creative
Commons-licensed works
Code functions so that tech can
understand the permissions and
requirements attached to creative works

COMMON DEEDS
The part that licensees and licensors read
A plain language summary of each Creative
Commons license that explains the main terms. 
They are not legally binding.
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CC BY-ND

Others can copy and share
your work, including for
commercial use, as long as
they give you credit and do
not change it.

CC BY-SA

Allows commercial use,
sharing, and adaptation with
attribution. Modified
versions must use the same
compatible license.

Others can share, remix, and
adapt your work for
noncommercial purposes
with attribution.

CC BY-NC-SA

Allows sharing and adaptation
with attribution for
noncommercial use only. New
versions must use the same
compatible license.

CC BY-NC-ND

Allows others to share your
work with credit for
noncommercial use only.
Derivatives are not allowed.

Public Domain

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rmnK8vLY02NtEmgrtUbAzVZMaMdJyEf5O00JP2vUM6o/edit?usp=sharing
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
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